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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH 
January 1st-New Year’s Day-Office Closed 

January 6th-Epiphany 
January 18th-Martin Luther King, Jr Day 
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DATE  TIME  ASSISTING 
MINISTER 

MUSIC LEADERS  ALTAR GUILD  AUDIO/VIDEO  USHERS/ 
GREETERS 

01/03  9:00  Taffy 
Pavlick 

Covenant Choir 
Team 

Jennifer 
Hinton 
 
Karen 
Kolozvary 

Dave Kushman  Team 1&2 

  11:00  Meg 
Montag 

Covenant Singers    Phil Sultan 
Nate French 
Jeff Campbel 

Team 1&2 

01/10  9:00  Sherrill 
Crawford 

Praise Team    Dave Kushman  Team 3&4 

  11:00  Liz 
Wittmann 

Covenant Singers    Phil Sultan 
Nate French 
Jeff Campbel 

Team 3&4 

01/17  9:00  Cindy Cain  Covenant Choir 
Team 

  Dave Kushman  Team 5&6 

  11:00  Jon Montag  Covenant Singers    Phil Sultan 
Nate French 
Jeff Campbel 

Team 5&6 

01/24  9:00  Mike King  Praise Team    Dave Kushman  Team 7&8 

  11:00  Dean Firing  Covenant Singers    Phil Sultan 
Nate French 
Jeff Campbel 

Team 7&8 

01/31  9:00  TBD  Covenant Choir 
Team 

  Dave Kushman  Volunteers 
from Teams 
1-8 

  11:00  TBD  Covenant Singers    Phil Sultan 
Nate French 
Jeff Campbel 

Volunteers 
from Teams 
1-8 

January Celebrations! 
 
  January 13th-Lena Morella’s 16th Birthday 
   
  January 26th-Nancy Goette’s Birthday 



 

 

                ​Love Is the Main Thing 

 In his letter to the Philippians, St. Paul wrote, "This is my 
prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to 
discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the 
day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God." 
(Philippians 1:9-11) 

What strikes me about this passage is that Paul's concern for the Philippians is that 
they would abound in love. Not that they would know the Bible by heart, or that they would 
be able to recite creeds, or that they would be specialists in theology. Rather, it was his 
singular prayer that they would abound in *love. 

Love, in Paul's estimation, is true knowledge and insight. Love is that which would 
help the Philippians discern those things that were best. It would keep them pure and 
blameless. 

A deep, knowledgeable, insightful love, forged in the fires of real world relationships, 
is a far better moral, ethical, and behavioral guide than words from ancient books are, no 
matter how venerable those ancient books may be. Even if those books are accorded 
canonical status. 

What makes certain books canonical is that they stand at the head of a conversation. 
Their goal is a conversation that opens up ever increasing insights that, while never leaving 
their source behind, indeed move beyond it. “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in 
me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do." (John 14:12) 

The Scriptures do not point to themselves, but to Jesus as Lord, and Jesus points to 
love (i.e. His Father) as Lord. Later Christians, seeing the intimate connection between God 
the Father and Jesus, also accorded Jesus the title, "Lord." And, seeing the intimate 
connection between Jesus and the Scriptures, they accorded those Scriptures the title, "the 
word of the Lord.” Yet, over the centuries, many Christians have lost sight of the connection 
that these titles have with their source, love. Where this link with love is lost, the titles take 
on foreign meanings. 

St. Paul might not have envisioned that his letters would be canonized, and he 
probably wouldn’t have thought about the Trinity in the way that theologians of later 
centuries would. But I do think that he would have approved of these developments based 
as they were on his doctrine of love. St. Paul would not, however, have given his blessing to 
the notions of the Lordship of Jesus or the canonical status of his writings in the abstract. 
He would have welcomed only that which served the cause of love. That which didn’t serve 
love, he would have had problems with. 

The upshot for the Church today is that love is the main thing. The canonical status 
of Scripture, the doctrine of the Trinity, and indeed our commitment to Jesus as Lord, as 
important as they are, can become idols if they do not serve love. But when love leads the 
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way, then the Scriptures are truly upheld as canon, the Trinity is worshiped with integrity, 
and "Jesus is Lord" is a faithful confession.                -Pastor Dan 

FINANCIALS 
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COUNCIL CORNER 
 
Blessed New Year Saint Paul Family! 
 
I am sure that we are all praying for a safer and a more enjoyable new 
year.  If you have been touched by the Covid virus in any way we pray for 
good health, peace, and understanding for you and your family and 
friends.   

Aaron Ozanich and I have finished two terms serving on Council.  Lynne Morella and 
Rob Winwood are not returning to Council.  Returning members are Jennifer Hinton, Peter 
Brumenschenkel, Phil Sultan, and Donna Tindera.  I want to thank them for their earnest 
contributions while serving on Council.  Welcome Christine Hall, Dennis Mille, Erika Tully, 
Scott Miller, Gary Grizzell, and Jon Montag to the 2021 Council.  Thank you!  
I want to send a big shout out of ‘thanks’ to our car ushers at the outdoor parking lot 
services!  Thank you for standing out in the sun, heat, rain, cold, and snow while we sat in 
our cars with the AC or the heat on.  It was appreciated and should not be expected during 
the coming winter.  

For the coming year I hope all of us will ask ourselves what we wish for the future of 
Saint Paul Lutheran Church?  What do we want our congregation to look like?  What do we 
wish for our family of believers?  Does our Savior want us to pray that Saint Paul be what 
‘we’ want it to be?  Should Saint Paul be what we personally want it to look like?  Is it ‘your’ 
church, ‘our’ church, or Christ’s church?   

The scriptures show that we do not ‘own’ our church even though we may believe we 
do.  We are God’s stewards or the custodians of a congregation of believers.  Saint Paul is 
not there for only us.  It is there for all people.  It is our duty to make it a welcoming place 
for all people.   

I tried to stress in 2020 the importance of leaving a legacy for our believers.  For the 
future of our church is up to only us.  What are we going to do?  Do things as always?  Do 
things that only each of us enjoy and agree with?  Are we open to change?  Do we change 
without direction?  No.  But we have to adapt as Christmas future moves forward.   
What will be Saint Paul’s legacy?  What will be our legacy for our congregation?  I do not 
have the answers.  But we should be searching for answers.  And making changes as may 
be required.  And do so in harmony to create our legacy for the future.   
None of us enjoy change.  But is it really about each of us?  No.  It is our Father’s house.  He 
says it is for anyone.  We have to make our church a place attractive and welcoming to 
everyone.   

We need to get our absent members back to worship.  We need to attract more 
visitors.  And get them to come back.  We need to support our regular family of members. 
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Satan did not cause the pandemic.  But Satan is using it to keep people away from having 
Jesus as the center of their lives.   There are those who have decided sitting in a car is not 
for them.  Or sitting in church with a mask is not to their liking.  Or sitting at home and 
either listening or watching a service is not really church.  Satan is busy using the virus as a 
means to separate us from Jesus.  Too many people may have gotten comfortable waking 
Sunday mornings drinking their coffee, reading the paper, watching TV, surfing the web, or 
whatever instead of attending worship in one way or another. 

We need to be prepared to make our church a place of refuge, as allowable, for all 
people now and in the near future.  Life will return to normal one day.  What will be our 
legacy? 

 
Randy Genther  
Council President   
   
 Feel free to speak with any of the Church Council members: Pastor Dan Skillman, Vice President Aaron 
Ozanich, Recording Secretary Jennifer Hinton, Lynne Morella, Peter Brumenschenkel, Rob Winwood, Phil 
Sultan, and Donna Tindera. 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

As you have probably seen, at least one new strain of the Covid19 virus has 
emerged, and initial information indicates that the new strain is up to 70% easier to 
transmit.   Social distance, hand washing, and masks are still the major keys to protecting 
yourself, and those you love, from being infected.   Now with a new and more dangerous 
virus on the rise, the church council has assumed the responsibility for determining what 
heating and ventilation systems will be operated and when.   

As mentioned during the congregational meeting, what we may be able to do this 
coming year depends upon the availability of the materials and parts required for a job 
more than anything.   The virus has many materials and manufacturing companies 
operating at only partial output because of so many ill workers.   We have entered a 
contract with E&L Heating and A/C to replace the 46 year old office air conditioning 
equipment, and the contractor has located and purchased the equipment needed so that 
about mid April we will be able to do this job.  We are in the process of completing an 
audio/video connection panel under the portico to enable the use of direct hardwire 
connection to the microphones and WiFi system for the Sunday morning worship services 
in the parking lot.  This will further improve the sound quality of the broadcast.    We will be 
watching the parking lot carefully for damage from the winter.   If major repairs are 
required in the spring, funds may need to be reallocated to the parking lot so any decision 
on what work is done next year will be done after we know the status and condition of the 
parking lot. 

  The usual monthly reminder:  When the major repairs and replacement of parts of 
St. Paul was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7% 
increase in giving would be able to support that plan.   The congregation has been faithful 
to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul to make several improvements that have 
reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation.   In the November 
congregational meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased 
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual 
repairs in the future years.   Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help 
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and 
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.  

 Jim Jungeberg 

 ST. PAUL BEREA | 7 

January 2021  VOLUME 70  ISSUE 01 



 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
 
                   Happy New Year Kids & families 
 
          ​As another year ends, we look forward to a good year ahead and better times. Many 
thanks to all of our kids and families as we have shared our Sunday School Bags each 
month. It is always fun for us to see a wave from the window or door as we are able to 
connect once again. We will be continuing to deliver our bags again in January and will end 
in May for a summer break. 
 
          We hope your holidays are fun ones. We will continue to think of all of you and will 
see you in January. Our January bags will be delivered during the second week of the 
month. As you know, deliveries are slow right now and some of our supplies have not yet 
arrived. 
 
          We send lots of hugs and love to all of you and we wish you a very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!   
                                             Susan M  

 
                              ​children@stpaulberea.org 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CALENDAR 

No Activities Scheduled 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Confirmation Classes continue  
Mondays at 7pm 
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Once Upon a Time…. 
1866​ – On Jan 7​th​ what was to become our 
congregation had its 1​st​ service conducted 
by Missionary Franz Matter – 15 families 
were present. 

1944 ​–  First Highlights Newsletter 
published.  

1962​ – On January 7​th​ – Pastor Menchhofer started to serve St.Paul’s   

1970​ – On Jan 26​th​, the Senior Center opened.  This was a vision of Loni Flagner’s to serve 
older people in the community 

1970​ - Annual Meeting scheduled Jan 19​th​, but due to water pipe burst and flooding of 
office and youth room, postponed to after Ash Wednesday Services on Feb 11​th 

1971 ​– St Pauls Women of the Church reorganized into several new Circles:  Love, Joy, 
Life, Charity, Faith, Peace and Hope 

1980​ - Council approved jointly sponsoring a refugee family with St John’s Lutheran 
Church (Missouri Synod) Strongsville 

1982​ – Carol Roose commissioned as Church Staff Associate-Administrative Assistant by 
ELCA 

1989​ - ​Arthur Last Estate donated over 315,000 – later basis of Endowment fund 

2000​ – Dallas Young resigned Dec 19 1999 – Search committee for new organist/choir 
director established January 2000 

2001​ -  Pastor Evans became part-time visiting pastor on Jan 7​th 

2016​ – A new elevator for disabled access to the choir loft was dedicated in memory of 
Mr and Mrs Fred Dewey 

2017​ – Sanctuary renovation started 



 

 

 
Sheep and Goats Focus 

 
 

Cleveland Pregnancy Center 
 
 

RESTORING HOPE. HEALING HEARTS.  
SAVING LIVES 

 
 
The Cleveland Pregnancy Center assists women who choose to carry their baby to term by 
providing emotional support and practical assistance while sharing God’s love and plan for 
their lives. We offer pregnant women and parenting women and men a wide array of 
supportive services which include: 

 
Pregnancy Support 

Life Development Classes 
Post-Abortion & Grief Support 
Frontline Fatherhood Program 
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Monthly Collection 
For Berea Community 

Outreach 
 
  
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR 

THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM 
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT  
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA. 

 PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT 
 440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS 

  

 

COMMISSION ON AGING 
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

 
All activities for the Active Senior 

Network have been suspended 
indefinitely. 

 
As soon as we have information about 

the resumption of services, we will 
publish it. 

 

Memorials 
Jean Meresko 

Eric & Luanne Prestegaard 
 

Ruth Hans  
Bob & Marianne Trausch 
Richard & Phyllis Lowry 

Louis & Karen Groza 
Anna Mae Migra 

Bob & Ruth Hamilton 
Dave & Cindy Cain 

Eileen Clymer 
Harold & Barb Daniels 

Margaret Wayner 
Ann Purdy 

Ken & Lois Hines 
Marjorie Lundberg 

Bob Antl 
 

Duane O. Boyer 
The Boyer Family 

 

Official acts 
 

Funeral 
 

December 1st-Ruth Hans 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD 

BEREA, OHIO  44017 

440-243-1144 

www.stpaulberea.org 

  
FIRST CLASS 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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