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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH 
November 1st-All Saints Sunday & end of Daylight Saving Time 

November 8th-Congregational Meeting after 9am service 
November 11-Veteran’s Day 

November 25th-Community Meal- Take-out 5-6pm 
November 26th-Thanksgiving Day-Office Closed 

November 27th-Office Closed 
DATE  TIME  LITURGISTS  ALTAR 

GUILD 
AUDIO/VIDEO  USHERS/GREETERS 

11/1  9:00  Taffy Pavlick  Ginny 
Anderson 

Nate French 
Dave Kushman 
Phillip Sultan 

Team 1&2 

  11:00  Meg Montag    Jeff Campbell 
Nate French 
Phillip Sultan 

Team 1&2 

11/8  9:00  Sherrill 
Crawford 

  Nate French 
Dave Kushman 
Phillip Sultan 

Team 3&4 

11/15  9:00  Cindy Cain    Nate French 
Dave Kushman 
Phillip Sultan 

Team 5&6 

  11:00  Jon Montag    Jeff Campbell 
Nate French 
Phillip Sultan 

Team 5&6 

11/22  9:00  Mike King    Nate French 
Dave Kushman 
Phillip Sultan 

Team 7&8 

  11:00  Dean Firing    Jeff Campbell 
Nate French 
Phillip Sultan 

Team 7&8 

11/29  9:00  TBD    Nate French 
Dave Kushman 
Phillip Sultan 

Volunteers Team 
1-8 

  11:00  TBD    Jeff Campbell 
Nate French 
Phillip Sultan 

Volunteers Team 
1-8 
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I’m Not a Partisan. I’m a Christian. 

One of my biggest gripes with the current discourse in the 
churches in America is that partisan political commitments 
have taken priority over following Jesus. I sense this every 
time I say something in line with the Gospels, but at odds 
with the current political climate. Invariably, someone will 
tell me that I’m being “political.” More often they whisper it 
about me behind my back.  
 

But the message of Jesus can either impact the real world in which we live, or not. 
Sometimes, the message of Jesus will conflict with your partisan leanings. At that point, you 
have a choice. You can either follow the Donkey, or the Elephant, or you can follow the 
Lamb. I’m attempting to follow the Lamb, and I want to encourage others to do the same. 
That isn’t partisan. That’s Christian.  
 
For example, a Republican might believe that the best way to provide healthcare for people 
is through a lightly regulated private insurance system. A Democrat might believe that the 
best way to provide healthcare for people is through a heavily regulated private insurance 
system. A Christian might lean one way or the other, and might make passionate 
arguments one way or the other. But, ultimately, the Christian has one goal: to see to it that 
everyone has affordable healthcare.  
 
However, there are people out there who take the position that healthcare is a privilege, 
not a right. In their mind, only those who have “earned” healthcare are entitled to it. It is 
precisely as a Christian that I speak against this mindset. Whatever side I come down on in 
the “how to provide affordable healthcare” debate is immaterial in my rejection of the 
notion that only those of means are entitled to healthcare. I reject that inhuman position 
on Christian grounds.  
 
I fully expect that taking what I see as a Christian position will often put those who are 
committed to a particular political party at sharp odds with me. However, I am most deeply 
saddened when I see this happen among Christians. In the Church, we have but one 
“President,” and that is Jesus Christ. We have but one “nation”: the kingdom of heaven. We 
have but one “Constitution”: The life, deeds, and words of Jesus. And so we should have 
one “political platform”: An intention to follow Jesus.   
 
By the time you read this, the 2020 election will likely have been decided.  
But nothing is over. You know it as well as I do. The end of the 2020 partisan election 
season only means the beginning of the 2022 partisan election season, followed very 
shortly by the 2024 partisan election season. And on and on it will go.  
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How will you identify yourself going forward?  
Will it be as a partisan Democrat?  
Will it be as a partisan Republican?  
Will it be as a partisan of a smaller party?  
 
For the record, and for what it’s worth,  
I am not now, nor have I ever been, a member of a political party.  
Call me a Lutheran if you must, but my allegiance is to Christ alone.  
I’m not a partisan.  
I’m a Christian.  
 

COUNCIL CORNER 
 
Sunday November 8th is the Annual Congregational Meeting immediately 
following the 9:00am parking lot service.  There will not be an 11am sanctuary 
service that day.  It will be a unique one with everyone sitting in or next to 

their vehicles.  But this has been a unique year. 

There is as always important information to share and critical actions to vote upon.  Please 
worship with us that morning and attend the meeting.  Thank you. 

The pandemic has caused a great deal of separation in our social relationships. We have 
not been able to meet and share face to face as we always have.  I do not believe anyone 
can debate this.  Face to face talking has been interrupted by the virus.  But we are still able 
to share thoughts, ask questions, and hopefully receive an answer.  We could talk over the 
phone. Or see each other virtually.  It is not the same, but for many it is the only way to 
hear what the other has to say.  We can also text and email.  But sometimes today’s 
electronic media does not always present what we say the way we want it to be heard.  

Unlike politics where there are parties, sides, allegiances, deals, and such, as Christians we 
are meant not to settle for a bi-partisan type of congregation but rather one fully centered 
on Christ so we will be able to work together in unity to help each other grow in our 
relationship with Jesus.  Then recruit others.  We are not meant to give and take as in a fifty 
/ fifty marriage.   Rather where each of us first decides and votes to give our Savior 100%. 
The rest comes naturally after that.  There’s no debate with that! 

Randy Genther, Council President 

Please feel free to speak with any of your Council members : Vice President Aaron Ozanich, Recording Secretary Jennifer Hinton, Lynne 
Morella, Peter Brumenschenkle, Rob Winwood, Phil Sultan, Donna Tindera, Pastor Dan Skillman, and Randy Genther   
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FINANCIALS 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

As stated last month, the Property Committee as well as the Worship Committee and 
Church Council continue to closely monitor the releases of information from the experts 
who are learning more about the Covid19 virus and evaluating what the new information 
tells us about how we can live in the safest possible way with it.   Social distance, hand 
washing, and masks are still the major keys to protecting you and those you love from 
being infected.  Handwashing is important because we are creatures of habit and will rub 
our eyes without thinking about the tiny virus that may be on our fingers.   Recent studies 
show that virus laden mist travels farther than originally thought from simple speech, 
singing or yelling as at sporting events. Air movement by fans or air conditioning systems 
increases the effective travel range of the tiny infected droplets.  With our Sanctuary 
system, air discharge from floor vents will tend to push the droplets back into the air.  For 
this reason we will continue to shut down the air conditioning or heating of the Sanctuary 
while it is in use.   

The Sanctuary roof and gutter system is now completed.   We are soliciting bids to 
replace the office air conditioning system.  The 46 year old system has served us well, but it 
is more than twice the age of most commercial systems when they fail.   The existing 
system has survived another summer of service so the replacement is dependent upon the 
weather and availability of the necessary equipment.   Those stimulus checks have worked 
too well.   Many building supplies and appliances are very difficult to find due to the 
combination of factory shutdowns due to the virus and much higher than normal sales. 
The Property Committee will continue to evaluate the availability of building materials and 
available funds to insure that both are available before we commit to another long term 
replacement in the 15 year plan.   

The usual monthly reminder :  When the major repairs and replacement of parts of 
St. Paul was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7% 
increase in giving would be able to support that plan.   The congregation has been faithful 
to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul to make several improvements that have 
reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation.   In the November 
congregational meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased 
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult, if not impossible, to continue with the annual 
repairs in the future years.   Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help 
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and 
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.  

-Jim Jungeberg 
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 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
 
Greetings from our children’s ministry- 
          This last month has been a fun one as we began delivering our Kid’s Sunday School 
Bags to our kids. Since we can’t be together in person, we are bringing Sunday School to 
you! As we found each house, it was great to see some little waves as we pulled in and out 
of the driveways. It is a great way to keep in touch and to continue learning. 
               We are now delivering to 40 kids and they come from 9 different communities. Our 
Kid’s Bags are for Preschoolers - Sixth graders.  Our bags are delivered to your front door 
on the first week of each month. I have a great assistant! I drive and Mr. Moore sets the 
GPS to help with directions! 
               Our Kid’s Bags have Bible stories, songs, a craft, a kindness activity, a Devotion that 
we use from our Closing, a birthday treat on your birthday month and a new bag tag each 
month. Starting in November, I am also going to include a service project for our kids and 
families to work on. Details will be coming in each bag. 
               We invite any grandchildren, cousins, friends, neighbors etc. that would like a bag 
delivered to their front door.  Please sign up and we will deliver! 
 
To sign up, please send the following information to my email at church. 
 

children@stpaulberea.org 
 

Child’s Name 
Age & Grade in School 
Home Address 
Phone Number Where You Can Be Reached 
Month of Birth 
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                                                                       xoxo Susan M. 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CALENDAR 
 

No Activities Scheduled 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Confirmation classes continue Mondays at 7pm 
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DID YOU KNOW.... 

a preschool has existed at St. Paul for over 40 years? 
 
The original school, Children’s Corner Nursery School, was opened in 1976 by St. Paul 
member, Carol Strimple.  Carol, along with her friend Sue Lerch, ran the school.  Nancy 
Goette was involved with the school as a substitute teacher.  In 1986, Nancy Goette 
purchased the school and ran it until 2002.   
 
During this time the school was known as Children’s Corner Nursery School. The Berea 
Senior Center also operated in the building and the children and seniors interacted on a 
regular basis, especially around holidays as well as special events when the seniors would 
share about their lives, including their own childhoods 
 
When Nancy made the decision to retire, Pastor Tom Henderson felt that the school would 
be a good church ministry and a proposal was brought before council and later the 
congregation to approve the acquisition. The activities around the purchase took place in 
November and December of 2001 with the official transfer taking place in 2002.   
 
Since then, St. Paul Early Education Center has been self-sufficient with its own board (filled 
with church members and parents of the school children).  Liz Campbell is the 
director/head teacher and Sharon Genther is the teaching assistant.  Georgie Rohde has 
been the treasurer for the past 19 years.  After Nancy retired, she established the Andrew 
Trayte Scholarship Fund to provide scholarships to families who may not be able to afford 
to send their children to preschool without assistance.  The scholarship fund was started in 
memory of her former student who passed away unexpectedly at the age of 10.  
 
Many of our congregation members have sent their children to the school over the years 
and we are now seeing the second generation of children attending the school.   
 
In normal times, we would see 54 to 58 children enrolled in school.  Unfortunately, due to 
COVID-19, enrollment is only 29 for 2020 - 2021.  It is a very different year for the school. 
With all necessary safety precautions being taken, the children and teachers are enjoying 
the school year.   
 
Because of the low enrollment this year, the preschool will be unable to meet expenses 
and continue to provide the quality education as it has for the past 44 years.  We are 
coming to you today to ask for your help to keep the school solvent.  Please consider a 
donation to the preschool this year so that we can continue this vital ministry at St. Paul for 
many years to come.   
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All Saints Sunday-November 1st 
 

 
 

This year we remember 
 

Dave Stevenson    Jeannette “Bonnie” Carson 
 

William “Andy” Jones (friend of the Halls)    Frances Pape 
 

Linda Merryman    Jean Hanney (sister of Nancy Kryz) 
 

Neal Coughlin    Method “Ted” Sulak 
 

Carol Haberman Smith   
  

Rev. John Vannorsdall (son of the congregation) 
 

John Simonis    Robert Trimmer 
 

Dorothy Raynak   Fred Hartsel (brother of Barb Spatz)  
 

Matthew Dossa (former Member)   Antoinette “Tony” Podracky   
 

 Beverly Hubler    Jean Meresko    Karen Tod (sister of Chris Hall)   
 

Rev. John Evans    Eileen Eckes (former member)    Patricia Nelson 
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Once upon a time... 
 
 

November:  

1910 - Pastor Rembold accepted call 
to Ottumwa, Iowa 

1967 – Congregational Meeting not 
held due to lack of quorum,  had to 
be rescheduled. 

1969 – First Eagle Scout award in 
history of St. Pauls was presented to 

Norman Gilsdorf of Boy Scout Troop 421 (sponsored by St Paul’s) on Nov 9th. 

1980 - Trinity Seminary (Columbus) celebrated its 150th birthday  (formed 1830) 

1984 - Associate Pastor Tim Kuenzli announced acceptance of a letter of call to Mt. 
Healthy, Ohio 

1989 – St Pauls ‘old’ Childrens Choir robes were donated to Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Norton, Ohio.  

 

 
From Jim and Linda Jungeburg: 
To our St. Paul Family, Thanks to all who sent wishes for our 50th Anniversary. You made 
our day so very special in these crazy times. 
 
From Mary Evans: 
Dear Congregation, Thank you for the many beautiful cards and much love and sympathy 
for the passing of our dear Pastor John! Thank you for the donations to Habitat. May God  
bless you all with good health, His peace and love. 
 
From Pastor Skillman: 
Thank you for remembering me during Pastor Appreciation Month this October. Your cards 
and gifts are much appreciated, and will help me to provide gifts for my family this 
Christmas. I look forward to many more years with you all.  
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Sheep and Goats Focus 

 
 

Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry 
Community Re-Entry 

Community Re-Entry a program/branch of Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry (LMM) was 
restructured as the founding Executive Director, Charles See retired. Individuals formerly 
incarcerated and their families continue to receive services from LMM’s Workforce 
Development (WD) and Health & Wellness (H&S) branches.  

WD provides case management, job readiness, job placement, on the job training and 
culinary arts instructions. Services are provided to individuals formerly and presently 
incarcerated. During the pandemic, the ladies who are incarcerated at the North East 
Rehabilitation Center continue to receive instructions remotely. Job training and experience 
are gained by working in our Central Kitchen, which provide thousands of meals to 
homeless shelters in the area weekly.  

This year with things being as they are, we are planning a drive through distribution of 
food, gift cards, candy bags and other items we can give out safely. The event will be 
December 12, 2020 from 12noon – 3pm @ Lutheran Family Services (LSF), 4100 Franklin 
Blvd 
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Monthly Collection 
For Berea Community 

Outreach 
 
  
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR 

THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM 
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT  
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA. 

 PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT 
 440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS 

  

 

COMMISSION ON AGING 
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

 
All activities for the Active Senior 

Network have been suspended 
indefinitely. 

 
As soon as we have information about 

the resumption of services, we will 
publish it. 

 
  

 
Community Meal 

 
The Community Meal has resumed on the 
last Wednesday of the month. This is free 
for anyone. Please tell your friends! 
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, it is a 
drive-up/take-out service, not eat in.  
 
The hours have been changed to 5-6pm. 

 

 
 

Official acts 
 

Wedding 
October 10th-Kevin John Genther  

and Emily Kae Canterbury 
 

Funeral 
October 10th- Rev. John H. Evans 
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD 

BEREA, OHIO  44017 

440-243-1144 

www.stpaulberea.org 

  
FIRST CLASS 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
 

 

Annual Meeting 
Nov 8th - 10:00am 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will 
be November 8th immediately following 
the 9:00am parking lot service.  It will be 
held outside.  So it will be a new 
experience. 

There will not be an 11am sanctuary 
service that day.  

Unfortunately there will not be a meal 
following. 

Please make every effort to be there.  As 
always there are important matters to 
discuss.  Thank you. 
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