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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH 
November 3- All Saints Sunday & End of Daylight Saving Time 

November 5-Election Day 
November 11TH-Veterans Day 

November 17TH-Congregational Meeting-Fish Fry 
November 28TH-Thanksgiving-Office Closed  

DATE  TIME  LECTORS  SERVERS  LITURGISTS  BREAD 
BAKERS 

ALTAR 
GUILD 

USHERS  GREETERS  MONEY 
COUNTERS 

11/03  8:30 
Traditional 

Mel 
Grunau 

Jennifer 
Hinton 
Ginny 
Anderson 

Lynnette 
Ozanich 

Lois 
Antl 

Jennifer 
Hinton 
Maria 
Phillips 

Team 1 
R Hamilton 
T Herr 
G Hofman 
T English 
F Putman 
T Brunett 

Tracy 
Hamilton 
Laurie 
English 

Denny & Rae 
Batig 

  11:00 
New Song 

Dave Hall  Dave & Chris 
Hall 

Dean Firing    Debbie 
Baechle 

Team 2 
J Montag 
T Riggle 
G Rohde 
J Lappin 
R Genther 
T Norris 

Jan Sultan 
Sharon 
Genther 

 

11/10  8:30 
New Song 

Mike King  Mike & Linda 
King 

Sherrill 
Crawford 

Jan 
Bairoti 

  Team 3 
T Salay 
D Henning 
D Moore 
M Eckert 
P Milloy 
W Crawford 

Sandy 
Henning 
Amy Russo 
Joyce 
Moore 

I. Sumner 
J. Bairoti 

  11:00 
Traditional 

Danelle 
Eikens 

Lois Wolfe 
Cathie Varnes 

Cindy Cain      Team 4 
B Wester 
A Krueger 
P Sultan 
P Sultan 
D Cain 
W Hansen 

Diane 
Barrett 
Jane Krisher 

 

11/17  10:00 
Traditional 

Bonnie 
Sears 

Alice 
Chadbourne 
Gail Hansen 

Meg 
Montag 
or 
Jon Montag 

Jan 
Bairoti 

  Team 6 
H Daniels 
G Hrivnak 
R Genther 
M & H 
Hollingswort
h 

Nancy 
Goette 
Pat 
Gugliotta 
 

 

11/24  8:30 
Celebratio
n 

Paul 
Heyse 

Charles Russo 
Judy 
Stintsman 
 

Liz 
Wittmann 

Beth 
Boerke 

  Team 7 
R Winwood 
B Trausch 
J Holden 
R French 
B French 
J Sears 

Tania 
French 

Adam & 
Jennifer 
Hinton 

  11:00 
Traditional 

Cheryl 
Harkema 

Lynne Morella 
Danelle Eikens 
 

Dave Hall      Team 8 
L Walker 
J Sears 
G Grizzell 
S Harkema 

Barb & 
Harold 
Daniels 

Alice 
Chadbourne 
Nancy 
Thompson 
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December Lectors and Servers 
 

     ​10:00   
 
01-Dec  LECTOR  Tom Herr   

  SERVERS  Adam Hinton   

    Jennifer Hinton   

08-Dec  LECTOR  N/A  ​Cantata   

  SERVERS  Tiffany Salay   

     
 
8:30   

 
 
11:00 

15-Dec  LECTOR  Diane Ferreri  Cheryl Harkema 

  SERVERS  Charles Russo  Liz Campbell 

    Gail Hansen  Jeff Campbell 

22-Dec  LECTOR  Mike King  Diane Ferreri 

  SERVERS  Linda King  Linda Jungeberg 

    Mike King 
 
          ​10:00 

Ginny Anderson 
 
 
 

29-Dec  LECTOR  Bette Idemoto    

  SERVERS  Anna Mae Migra    

    Judy Stintsman    

 
 
 
 
 

ST. PAUL BEREA | 3 



 

November 2019  VOLUME 68  ISSUE 11 
 

 
           ​ ​Historical Time & Biographical Time 
                        Daniel Skillman, Pastor 
As we approach the end of one church year and the start of another, 
my thoughts turn to the nature and passage of time, the way we order 
our time, and the things that we give our attention to during the short 
time we have.  

 
There is the time of history,  
and there is the time of biography.  
 
We do not live in the time of history, the time of the grand narrative; the time of the 
streams, rivers, mountains, and glaciers; the time of the sun, the moon, and the stars. We 
live in the time of biography. We live our life times, our 70 years (some more, some 
tragically less). Historical time is measured in centuries. We are not given historical time. 
We are given only biographical time. We have but one life to live, and it is short.  
 
We will almost surely not make even a small dent in history.  

We will live.  
We will die.  

And we will be forgotten. Quickly.  
But even if we made some mark, like Julius Caesar, or Adolf Hitler, not even that would last 
very long. The mountains look on the lives of even the most significant of men, and they 
laugh, “We were here before you, and we will be here long after your memory and the 
memory of your entire species has been long forgotten.” And the stars laugh at the 
mountains. 
 
This should teach us several lessons. The first I would like to highlight is this: We should lay 
down our messianic aspirations. That is to say, we should acknowledge, on a deep level, 
that we will not and can not save the world. It is impossible. The world belongs to historical 
time, and that is a time that we can scarcely touch, let alone handle and shape. We should 
forsake every ambition of shaping the course of history. It just isn’t going to happen, and all 
we’ll do trying to make it happen is waste our lives, and make those around us miserable as 
we treat them like pawns in our game of shaping the future so as to “leave a lasting legacy.”  
 
Messiahs come to save the world, and to buy the future telling of history. That is outside of 
our power. The most we can hope for is to redeem this present moment, the moment of 
our brief biography.  
We can live in ​this​ time.  
That is all.  
And that is ​enough​.  
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You do not know what your life will mean to history. You will never know. You can never 
know. It is not given to us to know the whole of the story and our place in it. All that we can 
do is write our chapter, our paragraph, our sentence.  
 
When we keep our eye on historical time, the time of our biography slips away from us. 
Faced with the immensity of historical time, we are paralyzed by our minuteness. What is 
the book of a single author compared to the oceans of books in the libraries of the world? 
What are the actions of your life when compared to the countless actions of the countless 
number of lives that have been lived up to this point? We are simply too small to play on so 
grand a stage as historical time. Nihilism becomes not only the reasonable, but the sensible 
response. “Nothing I do matters.” When we try to live in historical time, we can not live fully; 
we can not live abundantly. We die before we die.  
 
Here is my advice. Forget trying to affect historical time. Accept your infinitesimally small 
role in a far grander narrative that you could possibly hope to fully comprehend, let alone 
substantially alter. See yourself as a single tile in a mosaic of billions of such tiles, that when 
you pull back, looks like Jesus.  
 

 
 
What I’m suggesting is this: think of historical time as a portrait that has already been 
drawn by the artistic finger of God, and that it looks like the person of Jesus Christ.  
 

ST. PAUL BEREA | 5 



 

November 2019  VOLUME 68  ISSUE 11 
 

 
The grand narrative of historical time is a story of  
grace overcoming greed,  
mercy overcoming cruelty,  
peace overcoming war,  
forgiveness overcoming condemnation,  
and love overcoming hate.  
The story has already been written. The trajectory has already been set. What is left for us 
(and it is quite important) is to reflect in the microcosm of our biographical time the 
macrocosmic work of Jesus Christ in historical time.  
 
We cannot save the world.  
But we can save a hungry person from their hunger, an impoverished person from their 
poverty, or a lonely person from their solitude.  
 
Our words will not be remembered by the masses.  
But they might be remembered by the one we spoke kindly to when they needed a kind 
word.  
 
We cannot raise up a nation.  
But we can raise our children.  
 
We cannot stamp out racism.  
But we can refuse to be racist, and we can work against systems that uphold racism.  
 
We cannot save the world.  
But if our love can stop someone from committing suicide, then we can save the world ​for 
them.  
 
The front cover of this edition of Highlights nods in the direction of the Church Year, and 
inside, I’ve included a fuller outline of the Church Year calendar for you to consider. The 
Church Year is a good way to picture historical time as the time of Jesus and the time of the 
Church. Referencing the touchstone of the historical time of the Church year is an antidote 
to both the pride that would see us neglect the people present to us in this moment in 
favor of “making our mark,” and the despair that tells us that our lives don’t really matter.  
 
Your life matters. No, they will not carve your face into the side of a mountain. And, even if 
they did, the mountain will crumble, and your carved face along with it, in the time of 
history anyway. But the grace you give, the mercy you show, the peace you make, the 
forgiveness you offer, and the love you live can carve your face into the soul of another 
human being right now in the time of your biography. And that is what truly matters.  
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FINANCIALS 
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COUNCIL CORNER  
 
To Follow up from last month’s Highlights, the Financial situation remains very                       
tight in that revenues and expenses are about even. Council will continue to                         

monitor the situation with a full report at the Annual Congregational Meeting in November. 
This month, I would like to address the need for members of the congregation to volunteer.                               
Ushers, Door Greeters and Greeters are needed. If you are interested, please see Wes                           
Hansen. In addition, if anyone has an interest in serving on Church council, please let any                               
of the current members know. 
Also, Volunteers are needed on the following committees: 

● Education (see Randy Genther or Susan Moore) 
● Worship (see Pastor or Dean Firing) 
● Finance (see Jon Montag) 
● Property (see Jim Jungeberg) 
● Endowment (See Jack Flick) 
● Outreach (See Rob Winwood or Joan Holden) 

These committees are vital to St. Paul’s.  Your input can help make the church a better 
organization. 
 
Jack Flick 
Council President 
 
Please contact any member of the church council with questions or concerns: Peter Brumenschenkel, Jack Flick, Randy Genther, Jennifer                                     
Hinton, Kara Krywyj, Jon Montag, Lynne Morella, Aaron Ozanich, Pastor Dan Skillman 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 
 

                Sunday November 17th 
                    One Service 10 am 
                     Meeting 11:15 am 
Fish Fry immediately following meeting 
              Fish and French Fries provided 
Please bring a Side Dish or Dessert to share 

ST. PAUL BEREA | 8 



 

November 2019  VOLUME 68  ISSUE 11 
 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE  
 

​The Property Committee received the proposed budget for 2020 from the Council and is                            
pleased to report that the 2020 budget the congregation will be voting on includes funds to                               
replace the roof and gutters on the sanctuary. Although in the 2019 budget approved, the                             
Council directed Property Committee not to proceed with the roofing project this year due                           
to the decline in the income of our church and the unpredictable year-end financial result                             
the congregation might find itself in. The annual budget for 2020 has been pared to                 
present an attainable plan based upon current income levels. 

The Property Committee now is working to update the 15 year plan so that projects                             
that can provide savings to the church in operating costs, such as converting all lighting to                               
LED bulbs, will be given a higher priority so that more funds can be available for the longer                                   
range replacement needs. 

Thanks to the Congregation for your continued faith in the Property Committee and                         
the 15 Year Plan. Please prayerfully consider your giving status so that the Church Council                     
and Property Committee can confidently proceed with the replacement of the Sanctuary                       
roof.   

This past Sunday a leak in the Sanctuary roof was noted because the newly refinished                             
ceiling sustained a crack in the drywall and minor water stain damage. Colony Roofing has                             
made temporary repairs to the suspected cause, but it is essential that the roof be replaced                               
before another failure occurs and the renovation work in the sanctuary below is further                           
damaged. (Note: The President of Council has assured me that the money will be available                             
to replace the roof in 2020.) 

 

Jim Jungeberg 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
 
Calling all kids- 
          ​It is not too late!  Sunday School is in full swing and we would love to have you join 
us.  Classes meet from 9:45-10:45 for 3-year-olds to High School students.  Bring a friend 
and meet some great new friends here at St. Paul.  Please join us! 
 

Mark Your Calendars- 
Advent Workshop 
     ​DECEMBER 1 AFTER OUR 10:00 WORSHIP SERVICE 
               JOIN US FOR PIZZA/SALAD/ BROWNIE BAR LUNCH 
                    CRAFTS 
                         HELP US TIE BLANKETS 
                              PLAY CHRISTMAS BINGO WITH SOME COOL PRIZES 
                                   LIVE MUSIC  
                                        JOIN THE FUN! 
 
We are in need of folks who are willing to lend a hand at our Advent Workshop.  Please sign 
up on the bulletin board by the east doors.  We could really use your help.   
                                                        Thanks so much!   
 

Happy birthday jesus 
          ​Mark your calendars for December 15 from 9:45-10:45 during our Sunday School 
hour.  Families are invited to join us … moms, dads, grandmas, grandpas, sisters, brothers, 
friends etc.  Watch for further details.  You won’t want to miss it! 
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                        ​   ​CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CALENDAR 
November 3  8:45 Education Meeting  
                              (Sunday School Office) 
                         9:45-10:45 Sunday School 
 
November 10  8:30 Children’s Church 
                           9:45-10:45 Sunday School 
                          11:00 Children Sing in Worship 
                          11:00 Children’s Church 
 
November 17  *No Sunday School* 
                           10:00 Worship Service 
                           11:15 Congregational Meeting 
                           Fish Fry immediately following meeting 
 
November 24  8:30 Children’s Church 
                           9:45-10:45 Sunday School 
                          11:00 Children’s Church 
   
              Susan Moore 440-243-1144 ext. 207; email: children@stpaulberea.org   

 
St. Paul Preschool Popcorn Fundraiser 

 
 

St. Paul Preschool will be having it’s 5th annual popcorn 
fundraiser!  Grand Junction popcorn is a locally owned 
company that makes delicious popcorn. Order forms 
can be found in the hallway by the church office.  The 
cost is  is $6.00 for savory flavors and $7.00 for sweet 
flavors. All proceeds will benefit our preschool 
scholarship program. Our fundraiser will run from Oct 
15– Nov 15. Popcorn will be available for pick up in the 
church office the week of 12/2.  Checks made payable to 
St. Paul Preschool. 
Thanks - 
 
Liz Campbell 
 
Sharon Genther 
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Stay Tuned-Updates will be in the Bulletins 
 
 

 
Advent Readers 

 
Each year families take part in our Advent services by leading the 
lighting of the Advent Wreath and reading about the candle of the 
week. We need readers for Dec. 15th at the early service and 
December 22nd at the late service. If you are interested in doing 
this for 2019, please contact Marie Herr at 440-243-3732 or the 
church office at 440-243-1144. 

 

Stewardship emphasis 
 

Stewardship is first and foremost a faith issue. It has to do with everything that happens                               
after our baptism. A faith that is Biblically based and grounded in the knowledge of the                               
saving love of Jesus will be one that enables us to give freely, joyfully, and                             
proportionately, and from the first of our fruits. From the top of our budget. Not the                               
leftovers. 
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All Saints Sunday-November 3rd 
 

This year we remember 
 

Irene Pickersgill 
 

Tex Bynum 
 

Linda Miller 
  

Glen Baehr 
 

Patricia Luster 
 

Rebecca Kushman 

 
 
 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Kellen Kolozvary   Jaina & Chesley Cormack  Audrey Parker   Terri Randoff   Amy Norris 
Bob Carlson   Christopher Skrok   Amy Williams   Dillon Cap  Amy Myers   Doris Bischof 

Pam Coates  Randy Randoff   Barbara Caves   Dave T.  Jeff Carson   Chris Brooks 
Shalamar Brooks  Jeff Griffy   Culley & Neal Coughlin   Clair Brewer  The Graham Family 

Ava Perzel   Dave Tessmer   Julie Arndt    Nyla Wilson   Lisa Marks   Rosario Rodrigo 
Humberto  Chris Bachmann   Sam Stintsman   Adra Lee Smith  Georgia Davie   Judy Rickle 

Renee   Claude` D’arras  Rick Rasgaitus   Pastor Evans   Sandy Henning   Shane Stone 
Walter Heyse   Harrison Baker   Harold Daniels   Linda Merryman   Art Earl   Keith Forster 

Nicole  Anjean Poyer   Jean Meresko   Alan White III   Bonnie Carson   Dave Stevenson 

 ​In Military Service 

  Stephen Krutko   Josh Reichlin   Ricky Henley  Jordan Taylor   Jay McLaughlin 
Marcus Harold  Christopher Neumann   Ben Campbell  Sarah Raber  Logan Allie   Pat 

Rawlinson   Alex Wright  Brandon Avery   Erica Strong   Tyler Kreal 
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Wheels for the World 

 
The team that went to the Middle East returned at the end of Sept. They had a full week                                       

of distribution of wheelchairs to families who brought petite children with spina bifida,                         
teens and seniors with a variety of challenges, young and elderly in need of mobility aids.   

One family set out a padded mat on the ground and dad carried in their daughter who                                   
appeared to be about 8 or 9 but who is actually 15 years old, and carefully set her on the                                       
mat. She laid stiffly with little movement while her mother sat protectively near her head.                             
Her younger brother played nearby with toys and treats that were given to him, making his                               
sister’s brown eyes sparkle and bring a smile to her lips. She could communicate though                             
unable to speak...through her smiles or through gentle moans to express discomfort. With                         
a severe scoliosis curving her back and her limb muscles stiff with atrophy, it was a                               
challenge to seat her with sufficient support to be comfortable in a chair. After                           
assessment, a reclining wheelchair was selected. While not completely horizontal, setting                     
the back down to about a 140 degree angle, she could be lifted slightly upright, but the                                 
chair required additional cushioning for her back. Without it, she would moan her                         
discomfort. Multiple adaptations were adjusted and her father would gently place her in                         
the chair - inevitably a soft moan would indicate she still did not have the full support she                                   
needed. This was one of the fittings that took some time.   

While waiting, translators visited with her and her mom,                   
and with care and sensitivity to their struggles, shared God’s                   
love and pointed towards the gift book each recipient is                   
offered - Joni’s biography - that tells of the eternal hope God                       
gave her in the midst of living with significant disability.   

After further adjustments and trials, her father lifted her,                   
for the last time, into her customized chair. It was one of                       
those moments...a smile spread across her face, her               
brother smiled, mom and dad smiled, it was the first time                     
she seemed to relax as her body felt uniquely supported.                   
And we never heard another moan of discomfort from her                   
lips as her family and therapists (and all who helped with                     
her chair) gathered around for photos before farewell               
kisses and handshakes as they departed for home.  
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Sheep and Goats Focus 

 

 
LMM-Community Re-Entry 

We provide a variety of support services. We help people find employment. We help them 
find substance abuse treatment. LMM has a culinary program here for those interested in 
becoming chefs. We have a Young African American Reclamation Project Jr. in metropolitan 
housing. 

We have a Friend to Friend prison visitation program. We recruit and train 
volunteers. Some of those are returning citizens who have brought stability to their lives, 
who want to give back. 

Cuyahoga County probably leads the nation in its work with returning citizens. We 
have a Ban the Box campaign: taking the question about crime off the application. 
Cleveland and the county have done it. A general bias still exists, but where people have 
been exposed to some facts about returning citizens, they are open and receptive. 

 Grocery Packing at Redeemer 
   
   
  Grocery packing will take place Friday November 22nd at 6:30 

p.m. for the Thanksgiving holiday. If you would like to carpool, 
please meet at Panera Middleburg Hts at 5:30 p.m. if you wish 
to eat before going to Redeemer. If you just want a ride, be 
there by 6:00 p.m. Redeemer provides pizza.  

 
 
Packing for Christmas will take place on Friday December 13th at 6:30 p.m 
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Monthly Collection 

For Church Street 
Ministries 

 
Bodywash, Soap, Shampoo, Lotion 

  
In addition all canned, boxed, shelf 

stable food is welcome every month 
  

 

COMMISSION ON AGING 
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

 
Tuesday November 12,  at noon 
  the Senior Luncheon will   

 be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 Cost $5.00 

 
Contact the 

“Active  Senior  Network”  
for reservations 
at  440 891-3316  

 

Sock Drive For Redeemer Crisis Center 
 

One of our confirmation students, Lydia Miller, is organizing a sock drive as her service 
project. We will be collecting socks of all types, individual pairs or multi-packs for all ages, 
Men, women and children. We will collect from November 3rd through December 1st. 
The socks will be delivered to the Redeemer Crisis Center to be distributed to those in 
need. 
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Christmas Cantata December 8th 10am 
Please bring a friend! 

 

                           
 

 

Christmas Cantata Rehearsals 

Rehearsals for our Christmas Cantata “The Heart of Christmas will begin on Wednesday 
evening, October 30th at 7:30 p.m.  Please let Dale know if you would like to join us. A few 
Sunday rehearsals will be held if necessary. 

 

Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Shoeboxes 
 
Samaritan’s Purse is an organization headed by Franklin Graham (Billy Graham’s son). 
They have been collecting shoeboxes of gifts for needy children throughout the world. If 
you would like to participate, we have boxes available in the church office along with 
instructions for filling them for specific age groups and genders. There is a fee of $9 per 
box which needs to be enclosed to cover shipping. The boxes should be secured with 
rubber bands or tape. Filled boxes should be returned to the church office by November 
17th.   
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD 

BEREA, OHIO  44017 

440-243-1144 

www.stpaulberea.org 

  
FIRST CLASS 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 ​CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM   
I wish to order a poinsettia plant(s) for the Christmas season.  The money or 

check (made out to St. Paul Altar Guild) is enclosed.  Deadline for 
ordering is December 8th 

  
PLEASE PLACE ENVELOPE IN THE BOX ACROSS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

Name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin 
  
_____________________________________________________Phone________________ 
PLANTS - $9.75  each                 I WISH THE BULLETIN TO READ: 
  
_______ Red Blooms   To the Glory of God________ 
  
_______White Blooms              In Memory of ______________________________________ 
  
                                         In Honor of   _______________________________________ 
_________  I will pick up plant(s) 
_________  Altar Guild is to give plant(s) to homebound person 
Plants may be picked up after the 11:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve, after service on 
Christmas Day or during the week from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. daily when the church is open. 
Any questions, contact the church office (440-243-1144) or call Barb Daniels or Ginny 
Anderson.  
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